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POSITION STATEMENT REGARDING PROPOSAL TO KEEP DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME (DST)

The Golf Alliance for Utah stands in support of keeping Daylight Savings Time to ensure the industry maintains its economic contributions to Utah's overall economy.

In 2013, the Golf Alliance for Utah (GAU) was formed consisting of Utah's major allied golf organizations and golf facilities. The GAU is tasked with championing the economic, environmental, recreational and lifestyle assets of the game of golf in Utah.

The GAU contracted with Stanford Research Institute to provide an economic and environmental impact study specific to the state of Utah. These studies clarify the important position the golf industry holds within Utah's greater economy, while also providing valuable information regarding golf's stewardship of Utah's natural resources and preservation of green space.

The study which was completed in January of 2013 revealed that in 2012 the golf industry contributed over an $800 million total impact on Utah's economy and a direct impact of over $400 million. In addition, the golf industry yields over $11 million to local charities while also providing close to 10,000 jobs that equals $250 million in wage income.  The GAU declares that Utah's golf industry will be negatively impacted by eliminating Daylight Savings Time (DST).

Golf in Utah is a popular recreational activity enjoyed by both our citizens and tourists.  Participation rates in Utah are among the highest in the country and Utahns are able to enjoy some of the most affordable green fees available.  Public golf fees in Utah allow citizens of all socio-economic classes to enjoy the physical and emotional health benefits along with the development of positive character traits inherent to the game of golf.

Golf is a critical and plays an essential role in contributing to the state's tourism industry. Golf-related tourism spending in Utah totaled $91 million in 2012.  Utah golf remains a significant contributor to the lifestyle benefits associated with visiting Utah.

The discussion to eliminate DST would reduce 1 hour of afternoon/evening daylight to our game.  This would represent a decrease in daylight of approximately 6% during Utah golf's peak season.  If we were to extrapolate that number out by the annual revenues stated above, the golf industry and Utah's economy would lose approximately $24 million annually.  The GAU feels this number is a very conservative figure based on the fact that many of the men's, women's and junior events hosted throughout the season are held after normal business hours.  

In fact, this group does not only oppose abandoning DST but would advocate on behalf of all outdoor recreational activities that DST should be in place year-long.  This would enable the tourism industry to flourish and be able to showcase our recreational assets during evening hours of usable daylight and grow our state's economy.
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