
PETE SUAZO UTAH ATHLETIC COMMISSION (PSUAC) 
Monday, January 20, 2014  

10:30 a.m. 
 
Attending:  Commissioners:  Richard Montanez, Taylor Leavitt, Leslie Reberg and Kevin 
Daniels.  Director:  Bill Colbert and guests Robert Wombacher (PSUAC Judge/Referee), Jeremy 
Horn, Jennifer Howe and Reed Romney (The Clash MMA.) 
  
Commissioner Montanez called the meeting to order.   
 
Sign Per Diem Sheet   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner Reberg made a motion to approve the minutes of October 29, 2013.  
Commissioner Daniels seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
 
None 
 
Financial Report 

Bill reported that the Commission is doing very well financially.  The out of state travel fund has 
been depleted.  Bill will have to move $5,000 from dedicated credits to travel to pay for travel to 
the ABC Conference in July in Clearwater, FL.  The flights will need to be booked by the end of 
this fiscal year.  Bill reported that there will be some funds to pay for training.  Bill will need to 
get quotes from some vendors.  Commissioner Reberg indicated some concerns of not having 
succession planning in the budget for a part-time or full-time employee (FTE) and evolving, 
emerging succession.  Bill suggested it would be good to look at hiring a part-time employee in 
July.  Commissioner Reberg agreed that the number of events is increasing, there is a criticality 
of training and the caliber of licensees, etc. and hiring part-time employee makes sense.  Bill said 
the Commission cannot easily support two events outside the Wasatch front on one weekend.  A 
part-time employee would make that situation much easier.  Bill can begin this process with the 
consensus of the Commission.  The Commissioners agree.  Commissioner Daniels also 
suggested an intern, free through the Hinckley Institute, as a helpful option. 

Review Upcoming Events / Commission Assignments 

Fight King (MMA) – Saturday, January 4, 2014 – Western Park Arena – Vernal, UT 
 
I/S Promotions (Boxing) – Saturday, January 4, 2014 – Summit Hotel – Ogden, UT 
 
Showdown Fights (MMA) – Friday, January 24, 2014 - UCCU Event Center – Orem, UT.  Bill 
will conduct the weigh-ins Thursday night.  Commissioners Montanez, Leavitt and Daniels will 
be in attendance. 
 



SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, January 31, 2014 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
FKF Boxing (MMA) – Saturday, February 1, 2014 – Summit Hotel – Ogden, UT.  FKF Boxing 
is transitioning to a new promotion with a new promoter, Eric Thomas.  Bill reported his 
financials look good.  Eddie “Flash” Newman will be the matchmaker. 
 
FKF Boxing (MMA) – Friday, February 14, 2014 – The Tuscan – Price, UT.  Bill has not 
received a card for this promotion yet. 
 
I/S Promotions (MMA) – Saturday, February 15, 2014 – Davis Conference Center – Layton, UT 
 
Elite Fight Night (MMA) – Friday, February 21, 2014 – The Complex – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
I/S Promotions (Boxing) – Saturday, February 28, 2014 – Summit Hotel – Ogden, UT 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, March 14, 2014 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
The Clash MMA (MMA) – Saturday, March 22, 2014 – Eccles Ice Arena – Logan, UT 
 
Muay Thai Institute (Muay Thai Boxing) – Saturday, March 22, 2014 – Muay Thai Institute – 
Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Bellator (MMA) – Friday, March 28, 2014 – Maverick Center – West Valley City, UT.  Weigh-
ins for the March 29, 2014 boxing event will conflict with the Bellator event.  Bill will most 
likely assign an inspector to conduct the weigh-ins of the boxing contestants for the March 29, 
2014 event.  Bill reported this event has not been fully confirmed. 
 
I/S Promotions (Boxing) – Saturday, March 29, 2014 – Summit Hotel – Ogden, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Saturday, April 19, 2014 – Legacy Events Center – Farmington, UT 
 
Fight King (MMA) – Saturday, April 19, 2014 – Western Park Arena – Vernal, UT 
 
Elite Fight Night (MMA) – Friday, May 16, 2014 – The Complex – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, June 6, 2014 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Saturday, July 19, 2014 – Legacy Events Center – Farmington, UT 
 
Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) Annual Conference – Friday, July 25, 2014 through 
Wednesday, July 30, 2014 – No unarmed combat events scheduled. 
 
Elite Fight Night (MMA) – Friday, August 8, 2014 – Golden Spike Arena, Weber Fairgrounds – 
Ogden, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, September 5, 2014 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 



SteelFist (MMA) – Saturday, October 4, 2014 – Legacy Events Center – Farmington, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, November 14, 2014 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, December 12, 2014 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Due to the full schedule, Bill is encouraged promoters to get their events on the schedule early. 
 
There was some discussion of liability and Commission approval of exhibitions and other 
intermission entertainment, especially when a fight needs to be stopped to facilitate care of a 
person or persons in the event of injury.  Money (“money fights”) has been thrown in the ring in 
the past which could cause problems with USA Boxing, etc. if the Commission is sanctioning the 
event. 
 
Final Adoption:  R 359-1-604, Boxing – Gloves 
 
Bill has provided the Commission with a copy of the proposed rule change which is more 
consistent with the Unified Rules.  He reported that there has been no public comment. 
 
Commissioner Reberg made a motion to adopt rule R 359-1-604 as written.  Commissioner 
Daniels seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Appeal of Suspension – Nicholas McGinnis (126-871) 
 
Bill has provided the Commission with the six (6) month suspension letter of Nicholas McGinnis 
and his letter requesting an appeal for reversal of his suspension.  Commissioner Montanez 
reported that no previous suspension for positive urine drug testing has been reversed by this 
Commission.   
 
Commissioner Daniels made a motion to deny the appeal of suspension of Nicholas McGinnis.  
Commissioner Reberg seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Appeal of Suspension – Matthew Johnson (130-048) 
 
Bill has provided the Commission with the suspension letter of Matthew Johnson and his letter 
requesting an appeal for reversal of his suspension. 
 
Commissioner Daniels made a motion to deny the appeal of suspension of Matthew Johnson.  
Commissioner Reberg seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Director’s Report 
 
Bill reported that there is a new promoter and if the commissioners want to meet him, they 
should attend the February 1, 2014 event.  Bill will contact him today to see if he is experiencing 
any troubles associated with preparation of the card. 
 



Bill asked the Commission for guidance on the rising problem of weigh-in violations.  He 
confirmed the Commission does give contestants two (2) hours to make weight; however the 
way in which they drop weight may not be wise from a medical perspective. 
Commissioner Daniels did report that contestants who have not made weight have been allowed 
to fight, as long as there are no safety issues, and then a suspension and/or fine is assessed.  
Promoters can also be fined.  Bill said the suspension for amateur contestants is ninety (90) days 
and six (6) months for professional contestants.  If there are no safety issues and bout changes 
are negotiated, agreed upon and the bout takes place, the contestant will be fined $100.  There 
was some discussion. 
 
There was some discussion of drug testing.  After some discussion with Commissioner 
Montanez, Bill will talk to inspectors about drug testing.        
 
Open Discussion – No Action to Be Taken  
 
Set Next Meeting Date 
 
Adjourn to Closed Meeting to Discuss the Character and Professional Competence of An 
Individual or Physical or Mental Health of An Individual (if necessary) 
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