
PETE SUAZO UTAH ATHLETIC COMMISSION (PSUAC) 
Tuesday, January 24, 2012 

10:30 a.m. 
 
Attending:  Commissioners: Richard Montanez, Taylor Leavitt, Ty McCartney and Leslie 
Reberg.  Director:  Bill Colbert and guests, Jennifer Howe (Elite Performance), Kwame Stephens 
(United States Muay Thai Federation), Karey Law (Muai Thai Institute), Rick Montoya and 
Kevin Patton (SteelFist). 
 
Commissioner Montanez called the meeting to order.  
 
Sign Per Diem Sheet   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner Leavitt made a motion to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Reberg seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
 
Jennifer Howe shared concerns about the timekeeper error (premature buzzer) in Vernal two 
weeks prior during Dustin Collins’ fight.  Bill said the timekeeper did commit an error but that 
the commission does not assign timekeepers.  Jennifer feels the commission should assign the 
timekeepers because they are commission licensees.  Rick Montoya feels the commission should 
create some sort of certification before licensees work an actual event.  Jennifer will send the 
video to Bill.  Commissioner Montanez feels it would be good to get event officials to meet in a 
roundtable discussion at the conclusion of the fight to evaluate each other.  Commissioner 
Leavitt will create some type of infrastructure for official assignments for review.  There was 
much discussion. 

Proposed Rulemaking - R359-1-501. Promoter's Responsibilities in Arranging a Contest 

Bill suggested a minor change to Paragraph 12(b) to go out for public comment.  There have 
been problems with some promoters doing live streaming on the internet and redistributing their 
media product for sales without payment to the commission for broadcast fees.  Bill would like 
to charge promoters a flat fee of $250 in place of the current 3% broadcast fee.   

Commissioner Reberg made a motion to continue this item to the next meeting.  Commissioner 
Leavitt seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Consideration of Appeal by Joshua Hayes for Suspension Issued on 12/9/2011 

Bill provided a copy of a letter from Josh Hayes expressing regret.  Josh abandoned his signed 
contract by leaving the SteelFist venue the night of the fight before his scheduled bout on 
December 9, 2011.  He did not contact a member of the commission or the ringside physician 
although there may have been some conversation between Josh and the promoter, Kevin Patton.  
Bill issued a six (6) month suspension for unprofessional conduct to Josh Hayes on December 9, 
2011.  There was much discussion. 
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Commissioner Leavitt made a motion to deny the appeal of Joshua Hayes.  Commissioner 
Reberg seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Adoption of Protocol for Contestant Contract Violations 

Lucus Montoya is in violation of his contract by not making weight and leaving the weigh in.  
Bill reported issuing a suspension is on hold for commission decision and requests a consistency 
of policy.  After some discussion, Bill will issue a 90-day suspension with the opportunity to 
appeal to the commission. 

Consideration of Protocol for MMA Tournaments 

Bill provided a copy of the current statute and rule on elimination tournaments and surveyed 
other commissions to see who allows tournaments.  There seems to be increasing demands for 
these types of fights.  Tournaments will continue as they have. 

 Adoption of Unified Muay Thai Rules 

The ABC adopted unified rules for Muay Thai.  There is a Muay Thai tournament March 3, 2012 
in Utah.  Bill reported there have been limited comments on the unified rules.  Muay Thai is a 
very traditional discipline with a ritual occurring at the beginning of the fight.  It is suggested this 
ritual be allowed out of respect for the discipline without interruption from the opponent.  Hand 
wrapping will occur in the dressing rooms.  If some type of body protection is used, both fighters 
will wear the same protection.  Amateur Muay Thai fighters only can fight in a cage. 

Commissioner Reberg made a motion to approve the Muay Thai rules.  Commissioner 
McCartney seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Review of Drug Testing Procedure 

Bill reported that there have been far too many positive drug tests.  The tests are new and more 
accurate and, if positive, will be sent to a lab for confirmation.  Commissioner Montanez feels 
the questions surrounding drug tests are 1) does the commission test before or after a fight and 2) 
is the fight stopped because of a positive result.  Per discussion, all random drug tests will be 
conducted post fight but the commission still reserves the right to make changes at any time.  If a 
fighter tests positive, their fight will be ruled a no contest, their purse will be impounded and 
they will be suspended pending result confirmation from the lab.  The purse will become the 
property of the commission if the fighter does not comply with the drug testing requirements.   

Review Upcoming Events / Commission Assignments 

SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, January, 27, 2012 – The Complex – Salt Lake City, UT 

Crown Fighting Championship (MMA) – Saturday, January 28, 2012 – The Dixie Center – St. 
George, UT 
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Showdown Fights (MMA) – Friday, February 24, 2012 – UCCU Center, Utah Valley University 
– Orem, UT 

Muay Thai Institute & Fitness Center (Muay Thai) – Saturday, March 3, 2012 – Muay Thai 
Institute & Fitness Center – Salt Lake City, UT 

SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, March 9, 2012 – The Complex – Salt Lake City, UT 

Rocky Mountain Fight Championship (RMFC) (MMA) – Saturday, March 24, 2012 - Western 
Park Arena – Vernal, UT 

Total Mayhem (MMA) – Saturday, April 7, 2012 – The Gym – West Haven, UT 

Crown Fighting Championship (MMA) – Saturday, May 12, 2012 – The Dixie Center – St. 
George, UT 

Crown Fighting Championship (MMA) – Saturday, September 15, 2012 – The Dixie Center – St. 
George, UT 

Director’s Report 

The GOED offices will be moving the second week of March.  Bill will notify the 
commissioners of the new location. 

There has been a request for an increase in the referee fee schedule to $250.  There was much 
discussion about event officials. 

Open Discussion – No Action to be Taken 

None 

Set Next Meeting Date 

The next commission meeting will be Tuesday, February 28, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. 


