
PETE SUAZO UTAH ATHLETIC COMMISSION (PSUAC) 
Tuesday, March 22, 2011 

10:30 a.m. 
 
Attending:  Commissioners: Richard Montanez, Taylor Leavitt, Ty McCartney (electronically 
participating) and Leslie Reberg. Director:  Bill Colbert.  
  
Commissioner Montanez called the meeting to order.  
 
Sign Per Diem Sheet   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner McCartney made a motion to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Reberg 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Closed Meeting to Discuss Character, Professional Competence, or Physical or Mental Health of 
an Individual and/or Litigation 
 
None 
 
Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
 
None 

Consideration of Protocol for Drug Testing 

Both Commissioner Montanez and Bill Colbert reported fighters refusing drug testing, 
attempting to cheat and stating difficulties producing a urine sample for drug tests.  Bill talked 
with the Department of Corrections, AP&P (probation and parole) for their protocols which state 
that the individual being tested remain in the control of the tester at all times otherwise the 
sample is no good, a urine sample be produced within one hour and the individual being tested is 
not allowed to drink no more than 16 ounces of pure water, after that time it is considered 
positive.  Federal probations told Commissioner Montanez the human body can urinate every 20 
minutes so an individual stating that they cannot produce a urine sample is false.  Bill said that a 
denial of drug testing should be considered a positive test.   It was discussed that a sample be 
produced before fight time by an inspector of the same sex, the results be kept confidential and 
measures should be taken to give fighters as much privacy as possible.  Steroids are not currently 
being tested for in Utah but Commissioner Montanez reported that steroids can remain in the 
body from between 2 days to 12 months. 

Commissioner Reberg made a motion to adopt the drug testing protocol.  Commissioner Leavitt 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Consideration of Protocol for Elimination Tournaments 

Bill reported that there have been two approved So You Wanna Fight elimination tournaments.  
From a commission standpoint they have been financially successful but from a sports standpoint  
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there have been some concerns; they are not recorded events and tend to draw less trained 
fighters, they are only one minute rounds with a quick medical evaluation between rounds and 
there are inherently more risks for contestant injuries and the commission not catching it and 
having more significant issues develop that the commission is not aware of.  There was much 
discussion and many questions posed.  Bill asked if the commission wants to continue to allow 
the elimination tournaments as long as all commission requirements are followed. 

Commissioner Reberg made a motion to continue the Consideration of Protocol for Elimination 
Tournaments agenda item.  Commissioner Leavitt seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

- Connection with Commissioner McCartney was lost at this time. 

Review Upcoming Events / Commission Assignments 

The Ultimate Combat (MMA) – Friday, March 25, 2011- Club Vegas – Salt Lake City, UT.  
Commissioner Leavitt will support this event. 

Moab Combat Sports (MMA) – Saturday, March 26, 2011 – South Town Gym – Moab, UT.  
Commissioner Montanez will support this event. 

Fight King (MMA) – Saturday, April 2, 2011 – Western Park – Vernal, UT 

The Ultimate Combat (MMA) – Friday, April 8, 2011 – Club Vegas – Salt Lake City, UT 

Showdown Fights (MMA) – Saturday, April 16, 2011 – UCCU Center – Orem, UT 

The Ultimate Combat (MMA) – Friday, April 22, 2011 – Club Vegas – Salt Lake City, UT 

Total Mayhem (MMA) – Saturday, April 23, 2011 – Eccles Center – Ogden, UT 

Fight King (MMA) – Friday, April 29, 2011 – Legacy Event Center – Farmington, UT 

Bill reported that he has heard that Tracy Spinks is considering holding an MMA/Boxing event 
on May 27, 2011.  He has not submitted any paperwork. 
 
Crown Fighting Championship (MMA) – Saturday, August 27, 2011 – Dixie Center – St. 
George, UT.  Bill reported that this date will be moved back a week due to a UFC fight on the 
same night but he has not received anything formal yet. 
Final Rulemaking  
 
a. R359-1-301: Qualification for Licensure.  This rule change will add Matchmaker as a licensee 
and will also prevent an active contestant from holding a license as a referee or a judge.  No 
public comments have been received.  The earliest it will go into effect is March 24, 2011 if it is 
approved today.  
 

- Commissioner McCartney has been able to reestablish connection 
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Commissioner Reberg made a motion to approve rule changes to R359-1-301.  Commissioner 
Leavitt seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
b. R359-1-501: Promoter’s Responsibilities in Arranging a Contest.  Bill drew the 
commissioners attention to the changes to paragraph 12b regarding promoter’s providing the 
commission with certified copies of broadcasting contracts. 
 
Commissioner Leavitt made a motion to adopt the rule changes regarding broadcasting to  
R359-1-501.  Commissioner Reberg seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
c. R359-1-501: Promoter’s Responsibilities in Arranging a Contest.  Bill drew the commissioners 
attention to paragraph 4 regarding bonds and making sure new promoters have some financial 
capacity to pay their expenses, paragraph 10 regarding money being taken out of contestant 
purses for licensing and putting the responsibility on the promoter, an administrative change of 
wording from promoters “should” have life insurance to promoters  “shall” have life insurance 
and there can be no waiving of coverage of medical and life insurance. 
 
Commissioner Reberg made a motion to adopt the changes to R359-1-501, subsection 4, 10, 11b 
and c as written.  Commissioner Leavitt seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Montanez suggested the commission looks at putting some kind of time limit on 
insurance coverage; fighters should have a time frame of how long claims can be honored for 
injury from a specific fight.    
 
Director’s report 
 
Bill reported that Johannes Musa (boxing 1 – 20) wants to continue fighting in Utah and he is not 
allowed to fight anywhere else.  Bill’s feeling is that he should be retired. 
 
Bill also reported that he is still getting calls from ticket holders to get ticket money refunded.  
That is not the commission’s responsibility. 
 
The Ultimate Woman Challenge was held on September 24, 2010 in St. George.  There were six 
scheduled women bouts.  There have been requests to release the bout results. 
 
Bill requested that two commissioners be chosen to attend the Washington, DC ABC Conference 
July 30, 2011 through August 3, 2011.  The meeting is primarily August 1 to August 3, 2011. 
 
Open Discussion – No Action to be Taken 
 
None   
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Set Next Meeting Date 
 
The next meeting will be held Tuesday, April 26, 2011 at 10:30 a. m. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Commissioner Reberg made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner McCartney seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 


