
PETE SUAZO UTAH ATHLETIC COMMISSION (PSUAC) 
Wednesday, May 8, 2013  

10:30 a.m. 
 
Attending:  Commissioners:  Richard Montanez, Taylor Leavitt and Kevin Daniels.  Director:  
Bill Colbert and guests Robert Wombacher (PSUAC Judge/Referee), Mitch Brooks (Attorney) 
Jeremy Horn (Elite) and Carlos Henrique (Fighter.) 
 
Commissioner Montanez called the meeting to order.   
 
Sign Per Diem Sheet   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner Leavitt made a motion to approve the minutes from February 27, 2013.  
Commissioner Daniels seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
 
None 

Financial Report  

Bill reported that the Commission revenue this year is currently $51,000 plus which includes the 
television fees from Bellator.  Drug testing is the biggest Commission expense.  Bill provided the 
Commission with a budget cover sheet and a financial graph. 

Request for Public Comment of Proposed Rule Change to Remove Boxing Standing Eight 
Count:  R359-1-102(5), R359-1-611(8), R359-1-612(1) and R359-1-612(2) 
 
Bill provided the Commission with copies of the proposed rule changes.   
 
- R359-1-102(5) will remain unchanged. 
- R359-1-611 (8) will be removed. 
- R359-1-612 (1) will remain unchanged. 
- R359-1-612(2) will be removed. 
 
Commissioner Leavitt made a motion to put the proposed rule changes of R359-1 as discussed 
up for public comment.  Commissioner Daniels seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Policy on Assignment/Rotation of Commission Judges, Referees and Timekeepers 
 
There has been much discussion concerning the assignment of MMA officials.   
Commissioner Montanez believes the referee assignments should be on a strict rotation basis 
only.  Bill outlined how the referee rotation will work.  If a promoter does not agree with an 
official assignment they can make a formal complaint, schedule a hearing, present evidence to  
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validate their complaint and attend the hearing to defend their position.  The Commission will 
decide what course of action to take; taking out of the rotation, requiring additional training, etc.  
There was much discussion.  Bill will honor existing assignments then begin the rotation 
immediately.  Celebrity referees that are recognized nationally will be an exception. 
 
Policy on Event Duration and Completion Time 
 
There is much concern regarding the duration of some promotions.  There was much discussion 
including mental fatigue and compensation issues of inspectors, judges and referees.  
Commissioner Daniels feels the inspectors along the Wasatch front are more interested in the 
fights and the process and pay closer attention.  Bill feels he can increase the inspector stipends 
based on the duration of an event.  Bill will begin charging the promoter a $20 fee per inspector 
for promotions that exceed four (4) hours from the start time.   
 
Bill asked the Commission at what point he should assign additional officials for promotions that 
exceed a certain duration.  The conclusion is that if a promotion goes over 10 bouts, additional 
officials may be assigned. 
 
Discussion on Assignment of Commission Inspectors 
 
Bill reported that there have been concerns that inspectors are not being scheduled far enough in 
advance.  He typically schedules inspectors approximately one week in advance unless there are 
unexpected conflicts or inspectors that have dropped out.  His goal is to give inspectors a full 
week notice of an assignment. 
 
Discussion on Model Contestant Contract 
 
Promotions with long standing, comprehensive contracts that cover Commission concerns have 
not been a concern for the Commission.  Bill reported that contracts for small and new 
promotions have raised the most issues.  The Commission can only enforce signed contracts that 
have been submitted to them.  There was much discussion including “show” money and the 
seven (7) day card submission rule.  Commissioner Daniels made some changes.  He will review 
the model contract again.  Bill wants to get the proposed model contract finalized soon.  After 
Commissioner Daniels approves the model contract, Bill will post it on line and request 
promoters to submit their base contracts for formal Commission approval. 
 
Establish Commission Medical Review Panel 
 
Bill is seeking individuals/volunteers for a medical review panel.  They will need to join the 
Association of Professional Ringside Physicians (www.associationofringsidephysicians.org/). 
Membership is $150 per year and will give the board access to the latest information on fighter 
safety and medical issues in the ring. 
 
 



Page three 
PSUAC Mtg – May 8, 2013 

Commissioner Daniels made a motion to establish a Commission medical review panel.  
Commissioner Leavitt seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
  
Review Upcoming Events/Commission Assignments 
 
Showdown Fights (MMA) – Friday, May 10, 2013 – UCCU Event Center – Orem, UT.  
Commissioners Montanez and Leavitt will be attending. 
 
Golden Gloves “Tournament of Champions” National Men’s Amateur Boxing Finals – Monday 
to Saturday, May 13 to May 18, 2013 – The Salt Palace – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Elite Fight Nite (MMA) – Friday, May 17, 2013 – The Complex – Salt Lake City, UT.  
Commissioners Leavitt and Daniels will be attending. 
 
The Clash MMA (MMA) – Saturday, May 18, 2013 – The Eccles Ice Center – North Logan, UT.  
Commissioner Daniels will be attending. 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Saturday, June 1, 2013 – The Legacy Event Center – Farmington, UT 
 
Total Mayhem (MMA) – Saturday, June 15, 2013 – Ogden Pioneer Stadium – Ogden, UT 
 
Muay Thai Institute (Muay Thai) – Saturday, June 15, 2013 – Muay Thai Institute - Salt Lake 
City, UT 
 
Total Mayhem (MMA) – Saturday, June 29, 2013 – Lindquist Field – Ogden, UT 
 
CCC Promotions (Boxing) – Saturday, July 6, 2013 – Davis Conference Center – Layton, UT 
(Tentative.)  Bill has not received the money yet. 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, July 12, 2013 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Elite Fight Nite (MMA) – Friday, July 19, 2013 – The Complex – Salt Lake City, UT.  
Commissioner Daniels will be attending. 
 
FKF Boxing (MMA) – Friday, July 19, 2013 – The Tuscan – Price, UT (Tentative.)  The money 
and a verbal request have been received but no formal application.  Commissioner Montanez 
will be attending. 
 
Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) Annual Convention – Friday, July 26 to Wednesday, 
July 31, 2013 – San Antonio, TX (No events) 
 
Elite Fight Nite (MMA) – Friday, August 9, 2013 – Weber Fairgrounds – Ogden, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, August 9, 2013 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
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SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, September 27, 2013 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Crown Fighting Championship Fights (MMA) – Saturday, September 28, 2013 – The Dixie 
Center – St. George, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, November 8, 2013 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Director’s Report 
 
Bill reported that he has had some difficulty with late cards and last minute changes for some 
promotions.  It is difficult for Bill to check for suspensions from a venue and late, incomplete 
medical information becomes an issue and cancelation of bouts.  
 
With some help, Eddie “Flash” Newman posted his frist card on the registry. 
 
Bill held Commission Inspector training in last week in Ogden.  The training went well.  He 
reported that inspectors from northern Utah will be utilized more often since there are more 
events being scheduled in northern Utah.   
 
Bill received repeated complaints last month regarding licensed contestants with active criminal 
records.  The Commission does not have any policy regarding anyone with a criminal record.  
Bill received a letter that he shared with the Commission from a fighter with some warrants out 
for his arrest and he received a call from a former Richfield promoter that had some type of 
altercation with an active fighter in his gym which resulted in an arrest.  There was much 
discussion including submitted lab results, the difficulty of reading those results and medical 
clearance.  Bill wants to streamline the licensing forms while continuing to provide some 
flexibility. 
 
Bill also mentioned that there is no travel compensation for judges and referees as they have a set 
compensation.  There was some discussion.         
       
Open Discussion –No Action To Be taken  
 
None 
 
Appeal of Commission Administrative Suspensions 
 
Carlos Henrique came before the Commission to appeal his suspension for a test for a prohibited 
substance.  This is his second suspension.  He indicates that he has been diligent in trying to quit 
smoking marijuana and he is asking for some consideration for shortening his suspension.  Bill 
strongly suggests he not smoke marijuana, if he wishes to continue compete as another positive 
drug test will result in a three year suspension. 
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Commissioner Daniels made a motion to deny Mr. Henrique’s appeal and uphold the original 
suspension in the interest of consistency.  Commissioner Leavitt seconds the motion.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Set Next Meeting Date 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, June 26, 2013 at 10:30 a.m. 

Commissioner Leavitt made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Daniels seconded the motion.  
Motion passed unanimously.  


