
PETE SUAZO UTAH ATHLETIC COMMISSION (PSUAC) 
Wednesday, June 26, 2013  

10:30 a.m. 
 
Attending:  Commissioners:  Taylor Leavitt, Ty McCartney (teleconferencing) and Leslie 
Reberg.  Director:  Bill Colbert and guests Robert Wombacher (PSUAC Judge/Referee), Ethan 
Andrews (PSUAC Judge/Referee), Jerry Reneer (Attorney for Jordan Clement and Showdown 
Fights), Jeremy Horn (Elite) and Ted Kyle (US MRI/Medical) 
 
Commissioner Leavitt called the meeting to order.   
 
Sign Per Diem Sheet   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner Reberg made a motion to approve the minutes from May 8, 2013.  Commissioner 
McCartney seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
 
None 
 
Financial Report 
 
Bill provided the commissioners with a financial report for the month of May 2013.  The 
Commission is under their expenditures by two (2) percent, well ahead of projections.  The 
revenue balance is $51,124; the best year the Commission has ever had.  If the Commission 
continues to maintain a healthy balance it may be able to make a contribution to help support 
amateur boxing and/or defray training costs for officials.  There was some discussion.  
 
Commission Medical Review Panel Report 
 
Mr. Kyle provided the Commission with the requested proposed medical advisory board which 
was patterned after Nevada and California, including a non-medically trained citizen.  Also 
outlined is a synopsis of the guidelines of The Ringside Physician’s Association manual.  The 
highlighted changes made by the board are suggestions/ideas for Commission review.  There 
were discussions with other medical boards and a couple of the bigger promotions in the State of 
Utah with the goal of fighter safety and lessened costs to promotions as best they can.  In an 
effort to decrease monetary hardship to fighters, they can create a study by establishing baseline 
MRI’s and tracking injuries.  Bill indicated that some of the suggestions will be fiscally difficult 
for smaller promotions. 
 
The suggestions were made and the Commission will have the opportunity to adopt whatever 
they see fit, including approval of the board.  There is a grace period for compliance.    He 
recommended the attendance of The Ringside Physician’s Association conference in October 
2013.  The membership fee of $150.00 per year.  The Commission will require the board to be  
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be members of that organization.  Gary Sanderson and Mike Cosgrave will be attending the 
October 2013 conference.  The outlined suggestions will be sent to the Commission 
electronically for review and comment.  It will be put up for public comment and run past the 
Attorney General’s office.  If adopted, it will become protocol unless a rule change is made.  A 
proposed rule change is a ninety (90) day process.  This will be discussed as an agenda item next 
month.     
 
Review Upcoming Events / Commission Assignments 
 
Total Mayhem (MMA) – Saturday, June 29, 2013 – Lindquist Field – Ogden, UT.  Bill will 
cover the weigh-ins on Friday.  Commissioner Leavitt will attend the event on Saturday. 
 
CCC Promotions (Boxing) – Saturday, July 6, 2013 – Davis Conference Center – Layton, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, July 12, 2013 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Elite Fight Night (MMA) – Friday, July 19, 2013 – The Complex – Salt Lake City, UT.  Bill will 
be covering this event. 
 
Eddie “Flash” Newman has proposed an event in Price on Friday, July 19, 2013.  Bill has not 
received his paperwork yet, however, he thinks this event is pretty firm and Commissioner 
Montanez will be covering this event. 
 
Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) Annual Convention – Friday, July 26, 2013 to 
Wednesday, July 31, 2013 – San Antonio, TX – No Events 
 
Eddie “Flash” Newman is proposing a boxing event in August 2013 where Chris Fernandez will 
be defending his WBU title at The Rail Event Center.  No paperwork has been received. 
 
Elite Fight Night (MMA) – Friday, August 9, 2013 – Weber Fairgrounds – Ogden, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, August 9, 2013 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Clash MMA (MMA) – Friday, August 23, 2013 – The Eccles Ice Center – Logan, UT 
 
Showdown Fights (MMA) – Friday, August 30, 2013 – UCCU Event Center, Utah Valley 
University – Orem, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, September 27, 2013 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Crown Fighting Championship Fights (MMA) -  Saturday, September 28, 2013 – The Dixie 
Center – St. George, UT 
 
SteelFist (MMA) – Friday, November 8, 2013 – The Rail Event Center – Salt Lake City, UT 
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Director’s report 
 
None 
 
Open Discussion – No Action To Be Taken 
 
Mr. Andrews has been refereeing in Utah since 1999.  He asked what criterion determines a tier 
1, 2 or 3 referee.  Bill answered that it is subject to the Commission’s discretion based on 
experience, training and performance.  Ethan would like to propose criteria in determining 
referee assignments.  First, a base line education before licensing a referee; what type of 
education was it, why it is critical to being a referee in MMA, who the instructor was and what 
the course was.  Secondly, actual competitive MMA experience/knowledge as a trainer or 
fighter.  Thirdly, number of rounds and/or bouts refereed.  Fourthly, minimize conflicts or 
appearances of conflicts of interest in maintaining integrity and impartiality.  Fifthly, reprimands, 
suspensions and sanctions for error in performance.  Bill said there is a standard of ethics 
agreement included in each referee application.  Ethan would also like to see some form of 
critiquing or peer evaluations of referees.  He feels some major conflicts of interest are referees 
who own or train competitive fighters in the State of Utah.  He also feels detailed rules meetings, 
if needed, should be done at the weigh-ins and only briefly the day of the fight.  Jeremy Horn 
agreed.  There was much discussion. 
 
Appeal of Commission Administrative Suspensions 
 
Set Next Meeting Date 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 25, 2013 at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Adjourn to Closed Meeting to Discuss the Character and Professional Competence of an 
Individual or Physical or Mental Health of an Individual (if necessary) 
 
Commissioner Reberg made a motion to adjourn to a closed meeting.  Commissioner McCartney 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner McCartney made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Reberg seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 


