Ski Utah Spokesman Nathan Rafferty provided this official statement

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for letting the ski industry weigh in on the Daylight Saving Time legislation that is being discussed. Spending on Utah ski and snowboard industry services and products reached almost $1.3 billion dollars in 2012/13 - a significant contributor to Utah's $7.4 billion tourism industry and the state's overall economy.

After consulting with our 15 member resorts, it is the decision of the group that retaining the existing "spring forward" and "fall back" time as currently followed in Utah (option #1), would be best for our industry. Member resorts stated that a change to the current time format would "create significant operational problems in the morning and could result in a later start time/chairlift opening" and "dramatic operational challenges mid-winter with early morning avalanche control routes and lift maintenance start ups."

I think it's safe to say that the bulk of the operational issues from resorts stem from the need for visual confirmation of avalanche activity/explosive detonation when ski patrol is working to mitigate avalanche concerns which can be abundant in a state with such significant snowfall amounts - a direct safety issue for the skiing/snowboarding public. Visual conformation of chairlift operations would also be significantly impacted by a lack of morning daylight.

A second, but lesser issue with the potential time change that might be felt by Utah's tourism industry as a whole, would be one of public relations. Utah already struggles with the perception of some "quirky" rules/laws in our state (liquor). This time change might add to that confusion which is not an insignificant issue when trying to attract out-of-state visitors. Not the top issue for the ski industry, but something that should be considered in the overall decision.
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