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July 16, 2014



Michael Sullivan
Director of Communications
Governor’s Office of Economic Development
60 East South Temple, 3rd Floor
Salt Lake City, UT 84111

Dear Michael:

Thanks for asking for the SSL Chamber’s input on this subject.  Let me summarize what our board of directors agreed to after discussing Daylight Saving Time, and the three options offered.  In preparation for the discussion on HB 197 in the next Utah legislative session, here are our key points.

We feel this is a national issue – or, at a minimum, a western U.S. “regional” issue.  Rather than adding to the confusion by joining with the state of Arizona or creating our own DST, and because of the lack of leadership and action in both houses of the U.S. Congress and Senate, we recommend this.  Shift the leadership and management of this critical issue to the National Governor’s Association to begin discussions with ALL of the 50 states.  We do not need to add another level of complexity to what we have now.  

We ask WHY Daylight Saving Time, established (according to our Google searches) almost 100 years ago, is still even in place?  For the sake of simplicity and uniformity for businesses and citizens, we need to have a broader discussion of why we even continue the use of DST.  We realize any change would require some time for everyone to adjust; but, if we don’t try a new approach, we will never know.

Until a consensus is reached on a possible change, we recommend keeping the current system of “spring forward and fall back” because this is what we are used to.

Best regards,
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